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Town of Middlebury Design Advisory Committee (DAC) 
Minutes of December 7, 2018 
Approved as drafted 3/8/2019 

 

 Members Present: Natalie Peters, Glenn Andres, Jim Pulver, Lillian Snow and Chris Zeoli  

Members Absent:  

Staff Present:   Dave Wetmore 

Others Present: Fred Dunnington, Victor Nuovo, Jim Gish 

 
1. Call to Order:  Called called the meeting to order at 12:00 pm. 

   
2. Public Comment- None offered. 

 
3. Minutes- 11/29/2018 

Motion by Glenn to approve the 11/29/2018 minutes as corrected, seconded by Chris. Jim 
briefly stated that he had asked also about lighting, access to electricity and water within the 
Parks. He also noted that the fountain should be a prominent feature.  DAC voted to approve 
the minutes of 11/29/2018 as corrected.  Motion passed 5- yes 0- no. 
 

4. Discussion of advisory memo to SB regarding Park design suggestions. 

 

Natalie asked that Jim Gish provide a summary of the changes to the Parks designs since the 

11/29/2018 joint meeting with the Planning Commission. 

 

Jim presented the proposed 12/5 revisions to the Parks design that were built off of concept A – 

the design includes 

 More hardscape in back of the fountain 

 Better connection/transition to Town Green 

 More planters added in Triangle Park, not necessarily use of Ashlar Blocks. 

 Greater bumpouts have been designed for increased pedestrian safety. 

 Walkway through Lazarus Park is ADA accessible. Will require acquisition or easement 

of Marbleworks property. 

 Restoration of street lights and electricity will be available on each pole.   

 Fountain has been moved closer to Street edge, and on the central axis. 

 Double angle parking on Merchants Row is not an option. 

 

DAC suggestions/comments to Selectboard regarding proposed Triangle and Lazarus Parks 

design draft dated 12/5/2018. Dave will draft and DAC will review before submitting to 

Selectboard. 

 

1) Fencing along and overlooking the railroad should be characteristic and similar to the 

historic wrought iron fencing previously in place. DAC asks to review the final fence 

design. 

 

2) Park lighting should provide a level of safety and limit light trespass into the night sky or 

beyond the immediate area. The lighting and fixtures should comply with the Towns 

lighting standards and fixture should be carried into the Town Green. 
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3) Spacing of water faucets will minimize staff time caring buckets or pulling hose while 

ensuring public safety is considered a basic maintenance requirement.  

 

4) Recommend use of “raised box” plantings (type A) with seating at street trees and “ground 

level” plantings (type B) with adjacent raised linear seating at the Church sidewalk trees. 

Raised planters would help reduce effects from salt and pedestrian compaction while 

increasing plant selection options. ADA permeable pavers, preferably of natural materials, 

should be incorporated into hardscape plans.  

 

5) The landscape plan and species selection should include Red Maple street trees which 

provide color that is not commonly found downtown. DAC requests that the Tree 

Committee be allowed to comment on species selection before final selections are 

determined.  

 

6) On Triangle Park, at the south end of the tunnel, the radius of the sidewalk should be 

increased to provide a better transition on to/ in to the Town Green. 

 

7) DAC agrees with the Planning Commission regarding fountain placement. We further 

suggest that curved pavers be incorporated to provide better symmetry and/or that the 

fountain be elevated with seating around it making it more of a focal point and inviting to 

Park visitors. 

 

8) Merchants Row would benefit with one more street tree in front of Bourdon Insurance to 

create balanced symmetry to the south side of the Street. 

 

9) Question the appropriateness of the very narrow green space along the Bank and how 

effectively this space can be utilized.    

 

5. Other: Natalie suggests that the Farmers Market should be located in College Park and not in 

Triangle Park. DAC discussed that College Park space underutilized by the community. This is 

supposed to be public space. Natalie wants to bring this to the Selectboard’s attention.   

 

6. Adjournment:   Lilian Snow moved to adjourn at 1:15 PM, Chris 2nds. Motion carries 4-yes, 

0-no. Meeting adjourned at 1:15 pm. 

 

Minutes submitted by David Wetmore  


